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¥ studies through becoming angry, due to the departure of the soul.
= b ; tikuef _-Tara,h, Pinchas 80¢; see Sicha of
i Shabbcs Parshas Va'eira 5712).
1 e question of temper; and especially where
iV we are'spealang of ager; this weakness can be controfled
<by reflecting ‘on the, verse ¥ vieualize God before me afways”

ANGER AND FORGETFULNESS -

sidered anger 10°be . a. more. serious 'sin than all
- Forawhen “a ‘person_commits ‘any .sin other than
i ming angry, his soul:still. remains. in -his ‘body. -Beit_when
= ANgTY, 3 BErsorT's soil-departs from his body and is replaced by an
' s explains why one {6nas 1o farge: ks 1ora

adnick”

- Paalms 35:8), which-is also the introtuction 1o the first part of the
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Masei

Leadership ata Cecdisl

Time of Crisis

arashat Masei akways occurs at the heart of the Three Weeks. This
is the time when we engage in an act of collective recall of our two
greatest defeats as a nation. The symbol of the nation was the Temple
in Jerusalem. So the symbol of the nation’s defeat was the destruction
of the Temple. It happened twice, once in the sixth century BCE, the
¢ second time in the first century of the Common Era. In both cases it
happened because of poor leadership.
The first defeat was set in motion some three centuries before it
happened by a disastrous decision on the part of King Solomon’s son
Rehoboam, which we discussed earlier in Parashat Vayikra. The people
f { were restless during the fatter part of Solomon’s reign. They felt he had
placed too heavy a burden on them, particularly during the building of
the Temple. When he died they came to his son and successor and asked
himn to lighten the load. His father’s counseflors told him to accede to their
request. They y gave him one of the finest pieces of advice ever given to a_
(Q,leader if you'serve the peopl_Eﬁeym]l serve you (1 Kings 12:7). Rehoboam
B
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